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ceedings until now have been of an unruly character, I
am not in a position to work in co-operation with a new
Head Soldiers' Council which is not prepared to abide by
the proclamation of the 19 January 1919,
11 must therefore stipulate that for the delegates to be
elected to the new Head Soldiers' Council, they must
adhere to the proclamation of the Government regarding
the powers of command, dated the 19 January 1919.'
I was not much helped by the removal of the two ring-
leaders alone from the Head Soldiers* Council, I still
had to get rid of a great number of these disaffected
people from the Squadron. As they had predominated
in their representation in the previous times of turmoil
they had to be got rid of. We could do without a further
150 men in the Squadron without impairing our readiness
for sea. A scrutiny of the lists showed that we could
dismiss this number on the basis of the complements up
to the year 1914 inclusive, It was arranged on the
strength of these figures to send home this surplus at the
first opportunity.